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1. Reference ie aede to ay neno of 27 Beeenber 1954* file Sv*54-2fl77» 
SUBJECT me above, end to previous correspo n den ce on this Subject. 

2, On 29 Beoestber 1954, Mr. H.JB. Shea of OCA end I celled on Minis* 
terleldirlgeat Valter BARQATZKT, heed of sub-departaent (Unterebteiluag) 

VI -A of the federal Interior Ministry, for the purpose of discussing the 
KISDKRMAJm oase and of assuring ourselves that Interior Ministry officials 
rare fully avare of tho posslbls crave consequences to the Buodesaat fuer 
Verfassoagssehnts and the Interior Ministry which night arise frost id* Ms 
vers cordially received by lABOATSCT end after an exehsnge of eoaeonel 
pleaoantrlee vs inedlately launched into the purpose of our visiti 



5. After listening attentively to our expression of concern for the 
possible serious consequences for the BIT and the Interior Ministry vhieh 
night result from a dieoloaura to the public of the BfT’s culpability in 
Its ooaduet of the case, BA&0ATZC7 said that he had just received a verbal 
report free provisional President Sana JXSS on the oase and that has too, 
vaa avare of the gravity of the natter. Although he did not disease the 
details of hie discussion with JESS on the subject, it stoned evident that 
the discussion had bens concerned vlth that infornatisn, previously re- 
ported to your Heed quarters, which Br. tuenther JKfUkXt of the Bf f had 
learned free the Oberbundeeanealt during hie recent trip to BARUIMUBB. 

4. BAB9AVKXV said that he felt, in general, that of the two actions 
initiated fay the Qfii, proeeeution of frau SZXMBRMABB and possible lod gnent 
of orinlnal charges against BfT taployees lane PIKTSCH end Johannes HYMBXS- 
ISO alias SUBUttMt, hi regards the latter possibility as the one nest 
likely to result in unfavorable publicity and serious eonaeqceaces for the 
BIT and tits Interior Ministry. Bis reasoning was thot EISpaQDUBS would be 
prosecuted only on the basis of that activity which aha actually performed 
for the Oseoh za and that the qptatioa of ths BfT f e culpability need »#|*^^ 
therefore, arias during the trial but that, bn the other hand, any trial of ^ 
PUTSCH or SfidJSBiSQ or both would of necess ity have to ooaosra itself with 
their very questionable conduct of 1 he ItlMStMtiW operation, conduct not 
only susceptible to sever* critieisn but also possibly orinlnal. 



5. m addition, BAROAtXXT said that he regsrded the situation as be** 
ing nor* grave for the Interior Ministry then for the BIT. His basis for 
this feeling is that, as he stated, all political parties are generally in 
basic agreeneat that the Verfsssungosohuts systtn mast be retained but 
that the political opposition (SPb) would probably seise upon the BfV*e 
oonduot of the XXHT9SRMABB oase, should the details basest known, as another 
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opportunity to attack the Interior Minister pexsoanaly and again demand 
Mis renewal, as Mis removal sea demanded by them in the Otto JOB W case. 

Be reasoned that their charges would be that tha Minister was, in the final 
analysis, responsible for the BIT and that hia lack of adequate supervision 
of tha BtV had not only led to a situation where it waa possible for the 
BfV to conduct such an operation bat that subsequent to tha KIKB2&MAI1 ease 
the Interior Minister had not only not taken any n assures to prevent a rep- 
etition of such reprehensible BfV activity but had alec not taken any ener- 
gatio disciplinary action against those responsible. 

6. X pointed bud to BAJtQAfBXX that I fait that in addition to the 
gravity of tbs situation with respect do tha possible aaaa against PXEXOCH 
end ST8UESXX0 ha should not overlook the denser inherent in prosecution at 
XIBSSBXanr. I called his attention to tha feat that aUfcaigh XTWmXUW* 
could not be charged on the basis of her conduet ef espionage activity as 
a dupe ef the ftff, it was this activity which was the I— diets eat awe* 
polling reason far her arrest by the SB and that surely sb s or her lawyer 
would be curious ea to .tbs ressaa for tha oaurt'a ©afcssion of these spedf* 
loatlons in the charges against bar* Such ca rio sity could, lo gl c s l ly, laad 
to the disclosure of the BfT’a culpable nethods. 

7* SiBOifSET accepted this point and agreed that it «ottU else be 
necessary for all concerned to esaroiat the utmost discration with respect 
to r T? Mwitti »s trial. Ba said that ha else fait, and bad an raccuMgttsad 
to JBSS and would ao reoonaend to the Minister, that ISMt at basil ahaald 
bfli inittjtii dH trots 4nty A IHiH rtrt yw <t t l,UT> ute&ttA 

•twtld b* ffrrwm? ly tellii lid g ggtia at AIji aaII mbf Atete tywwrtf <bC AbA 
flQMll iity fay ilnltrti hff tiw ftf ImMA t00AdflM%4Nl ^ $jj>A - && !&&& ItXjfm 

mmta t l also said that he would coll tha satire natter la the attention ef 
the Interior Minister at the first militli opportuhity I* order th&t high* 
level attention could be given to the ease. 

S* for your information. 
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